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“What in the world is Coon’s Choice?” “What makes it so great?”  

Coon’s Choice is a blend of two different components.  The idea of blending two different components in 
sweet corn is by no means a new one.  For the past 25 years, growers have been blending two varieties of 
sweet corn as a way to increase stands.  Sweet corn is notorious for having trouble making stands, especially 
in cool, wet conditions.  Commonly, growers will blend two components: one that is very sweet and one that 
is less sweet, but has better emergence, in order to better guarantee that they end up with a good stand.  

There is a direct correlation between the sugar content of a kernel and the ability to make a stand.  A kernel 
with a higher sugar content means that more starches have been converted into sugars.  When a kernel has 
less starches, it will have less energy reserves to emerge through the soil surface.  With the progression of 
sweet corn breeding, as well as seed treatments, the industry as a whole has been able to get better stands, 
while retaining some extra sweetness. Today, we are able to bring you both excellent emergence and superior 
taste.

However, Coon’s Choice is a blend of two components for a different reason. We have blended a 73 day matu-
rity with a 75 day maturity sweet corn to produce a longer “table ready” time from one planting.  This means 
that some ears will be ready at various times within the same planting.  This means, with typical growing con-
ditions, Coon’s Choice will be table ready for 5-7 days after a single planting.  This of course, depends on the 
growing conditions. If it is hotter than normal, we accrue GDD’s more quickly, and the table ready would fall 
to the shorter end of that spectrum.  

Now for the important part, the taste!  The two components that make up Coon’s Choice are both bicolor, 
extra tender varieties.  In order for a component to make it into Coon’s Choice sweet corn, it has to pass 
through a vigorous screening process.  Each year, we plant research plots with new components to see if 
there are any new varieties that could make Coon’s Choice even better.  These experimental varieties are all 
tested for taste, sweetness, kernel depth, tenderness, ear size, and emergence.  

Another question we’re frequently asked is “When are you going to come out with a glyphosate tolerant vari-
ety of sweet corn?”  To address this question, we do have several glyphosate tolerant varieties in our testing 
program. However, at this point, we have not had a variety that has met our standards on taste, sweetness, 
kernel depth, tenderness, ear size and emergence.  We are waiting until we find varieties that will be as good 
as our current Coon’s Choice, before we launch it.

You can buy Coon’s Choice sweet corn at any Burrus Facility or by calling 1-877-428-7787.  The price is $7.50 
for 500 kernels (3oz.) or $18.00 for 2,500 kernels (1lb).  If you won’t be able to come in and pick it up, ask 
about our shipping options!
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